
Get Moving

take a hike
Zachary and the surrounding areas have a handful of  hidden gems when it comes 
to getting a healthy dose of  fresh air. Take advantage of  the de facto spring weather 
masquerading under the guise of  winter to lace up those hiking boots and not worry 
too much about the bug spray. Call ahead, as some of  these locations have small 
admission fees and holiday closures.

Just a few miles up Hwy. 61 between Zachary 
and St. Francisville is a Civil War Battlefield, 
the site of  the longest siege in U.S. military 
history. Thankfully, nowadays the biggest 
battles here are between rival cross country 
teams, as the hills play host to local and 
regional meets every fall. There’s a six-
mile hiking trail through the woods, and 
the National Landmark is also the site of  
numerous living history demonstrations, both 
official and unofficial–so don’t faint if  you 
see a real-life Civil War soldier in period garb 
camped beneath the pine trees. 

The most locally famous day trip for hikers 
is about 45 minutes up the road, at the tip of  
West Feliciana Parish. 6500 acres of  rugged 
hills, ravines, bluffs, trails and small waterfalls 
attract visitors from all over the region. It’s 
been used for travel since colonial times; 
more recent local folklore has it that a certain 
community magazine’s editor and publisher 
had their first date here, once upon a time. For a low-stakes walk in the woods, hit the 

trailhead at BREC’s Zachary Community 
Park and walk the .66 miles to come out near 
the pond in Americana. Turn back again, or 
continue your hike down the tree-lined streets 
to catch lunch at one of  the neighborhood 
restaurants.

Accessible through the West Feliciana Parks 
& Rec Complex, this eight-mile trail is known 
for its steep ravines, gorgeous scenery, scenic 
overlooks, and opportunities to splash around 
in Alexander Creek and its sandy beaches. 
Dog friendly and bike friendly, with multiple 
opportunities to hop off the trail and take a 
short cut back out of  the woods.

BREC’s Greenwood Community Park off 
Hwy. 19 in Baker is a 390-acre oasis near 
the Baton Rouge Zoo. There’s an 18-acre 
fishing lake to set the scene, and kayaks, 
paddleboards, canoes and fishing poles are 
available to rent in the waterfront facility. 
Surrounding the lake is an easy, scenic hiking 
loop.

Neighborhood Parks in Zachary: Beaver Creek Park and Golf  Course | Church Street Park           |      Doyle’s Bayou Park | Plank Road Park | Reames Road Park | Rita Street Park | Rollins Road Park

Photo Courtesy of  Daniel  Goyer,  Park Manager of  Port  Hudson State Histor ic  S ite



park hopping
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The jewel in the 
crown of  BREC’s 
Zachary Parks. You’ll 
find everything from a 
playground and splash 
pad, to basketball and 
volleyball courts, a 
dog park, two fishing 
ponds, exercise 
equipment, and a 
large paved walking 
trail that connects to 
the ballpark. 

Adjacent to the 
Zachary Community 
Park, this park is 
focused mainly on the 
baseball and softball 
fields, but there is also 
a small play structure 
that is great for kids of  
all ages. The park is 
often host to traveling 
baseball clubs. Come 
by and you might see 
the next (or the actual) 
Roy Corcoran. 

Directly behind the 
City of  Zachary 
administrative 
buildings and 
operated by City of  
Zachary, HYP is the 
newest in town. The 
spot plays host to 
movies in the park 
and a Christmas light 
display. Come by 
anytime, but especially 
on Saturdays when 
the Farmer’s Market is 
in full swing nearby. 

You might be familiar 
with this park if  you 
have a child who plays 
soccer, or frequents 
the basketball court 
or playground. What 
you may not know 
is that this park also 
has an extensive disc 
golf  course, a stocked 
fishing pond, and a 
large field perfect for 
flying a drone. There’s 
also a newly built 
recreation building 
available for rent. 

Neighborhood Parks in Zachary: Beaver Creek Park and Golf  Course | Church Street Park           |      Doyle’s Bayou Park | Plank Road Park | Reames Road Park | Rita Street Park | Rollins Road Park
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ADULT ASTRONOMY COURSES 
Highland Road Park Observatory 
Jan. 7 + Jan. 28    |  3:30-7:30 p.m.

SCIENCE ACADEMY Highland Road Park 
Observatory Jan. 7 + 14 + 28   |  10 a.m.-noon

ZOO + ME MORNINGS  Baton Rouge Zoo
Jan. 10   |  9:30-11:30 a.m.

LITTLE PICASSOS  Zachary Community Park  
Jan. 10 + 17 + 24 + 31   |  4:30-5:30 p.m.

SWAMP ART SOIREE Bluebonnet Swamp 
Nature Center  Jan. 12   |  5:30-7:30 p.m.

PLUS NIGHT Highland Road Park Observatory 
Jan. 14   |  7-10 p.m. 

SUNSHINE SOCIAL: PAJAMA-RAMA
Jefferson Highway Park  Jan. 20   |  6-9 p.m.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT  Cedar Ridge Drive Park + 
North Street Park  Jan. 20   |  6-7:30 p.m.

SOLAR VIEWING Highland Road Park 
Observatory  Jan. 21   |  noon-2 p.m.

COMMUNITY BONFIRE Highland Road 
Community Park Jan. 21   |  4-8 p.m.

GLOW IN THE PARK - VOLLEYBALL
Highland Road Community Park
Jan. 23   |  6-7:30 p.m. 

ARCHERY 101  Milton J. Womack Park
Jan. 25    |  6-7:30 p.m.  

SATURDAY MORNING STUDIO: 
PARTY TIME PRINT MAKING 
Milton J. Womack Park 
Jan. 28   |  10:30 a.m.-noon 

This Month

@ BREC
[ J A N U A R Y ]

BREC Wins Gold!
#1 in the Nation
Photo Opportunity at Select Events

Here in Zachary, we are served by some wonderful BREC and City 
of  Zachary parks. We have everything from soccer and baseball 
fields, to disc golf  and fishing holes. And, of  course, we have 
playgrounds for kids of  all ages. Let’s take a look!


